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Over the last twenty-one years, Stewart and 
Mary Wright have attended the Barrett-Jackson 
Scottsdale Auctions and documented every classic 
Thunderbird offered at auction.  Additionally, from 
1997 through 2003 they included the T-Birds offered 
at the Kruse Auctions.  Through this effort, they have 
compiled a list of 437 Classic T-Birds with an abun-
dance of data.  Last year’s analysis of this data is 
worthy of being refreshed to include the data from the 
29 classic Thunderbirds sold at the 2017 Auction, but 
first I want to present a new graphic comparison of 
the average inflation-adjusted sales price for all cars 
in each condition.  

I started by adjusting the sales price of each car 
by the Bureau of Labor Statistics’ inflation index for 

the year of the sale.  Then I grouped the cars by con-
dition, counted the number in the group and averaged 
their inflation-adjusted sales price.  The graph below 
presents all of this data.  For example, we can see 

that the condition-2 group included 37 cars and the 
average price was just over $80,000.  But, that price 

seems out of alignment with the condition-2- group 
with an average price just under $60,000 and condi-

tion-2+ group with an average price of just over 
$60,000. 

I reviewed the adjusted sales prices for any outli-
ers. I expected to find some among T-Birds with ce-
lebrity ownership history. T-Birds owned by Humph-
rey Bogart, Frank Sinatra, Barbra Streisand, Randy 
Johnson, Richard Carpenter, Howard Hughes, 

(Continued on page 6) 
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A Lady In Red 

I love progress, reaching goals, setting rec-
ords.  However, the ones Arizona is currently achiev-
ing are not on the short list.  Understandably, this 
time of the year our activity calendar is looking a bit 
sparse, but it is so good to see so many of our Mem-
ber friends coming to our monthly Meetings to enjoy 
a new venue every time.  Never once have we been 
disappointed.  John Marchisotto and Bob Michele 
have done a magnificent job filling this bill.  Thanks 
again guys. 

“The Ladies Who Lunch” and the “Real Old 
Men Eating Out” keep us connected as well.  For 
those that haven’t been a part of one of these 
groups and would like to be invited, just let Jeannie 
Wood or Jim Rodgers know to put you on the list, 
and they will notify you when and where.  It is a way 
to stay connected with your T-Bird friends.  Every-
one is welcome, and you don’t have to be that old. 

Be sure and check with Tom McKee on the 
great deals that he is offering from Ways and 
Means.  Good time to start thinking about Christmas 
gifts and “I care about you” gifts for special people 
and also help thin out our large W and M invento-
ry.  There was a complete list in the May issue of the 
Arizona Bird Chatter. 

Most of us have lived in Arizona for many years 
and are here because we don’t want to be anywhere 
else, so do what you do to be comfortable this sum-
mer and look forward to enjoying our beautiful fall 
and winter when the tops of our beautiful Birds come 
off, and we enjoy the beautiful state we live in. 

 “When you love someone, all your saved up 
wishes start coming out”, Elizabeth Bowen. 

 Looking forward to seeing you on the road, 
 

Jean Fruscello 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ARCHIVES REFLECTIONS 

Fifteen Classic Thunder-
birds were driven to the hot 
July 12, 1992, ACTC Meeting 
at the Elks Club on North 32nd 
Street.  

It was "Bolo Tie Sunday," 
and all Members were asked 
to wear their Club Bolo Ties.  
Tickets were sold for a Bolo 
Tie drawing, and past Member 
Mariet Lucari was the lucky 
winner.  You old timers will probably remember her 
and her Coral Sand 1957 E-Bird. 

The cool Club activity in July twenty-five years 
ago was "Bowling Mania."  Many energetic ACTC 
members met at the Brunswick Lanes in Scottsdale 
for a wild evening of fun.  Names were drawn from a 
hat, and two teams went at it with Don Anderson 
having the first "strike," followed by Lynne Silvernale 
putting together two "strikes" in the first game. 
There`s all kinds of talent everywhere in ACTC. 

Stewart and Mary Wright were featured on the 
cover of the July 1992 Arizona Bird Chatter. Stewart 
was Board Member-At-Large back in those days, 
and as you can see, he was also known as Stew-
ard ... close enough. 

Stewart Wright 

 

 

 

      SHHHHHH…. 
 

As a courtesy to others, please re-
member to turn off your phones or set 

them on vibrate when you enter the meeting 
room! 

mailto:TbirdReo@cox.net?subject=ACTC
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July 17, 1929 - Robert Goddard launches a 
rocket that carries with it the first set of scientific tools 
— a barometer and a camera — in Auburn, Mass. 
The launch was Goddard's fourth. 

July 28, 1964 - Ranger 7 launches and is the 
Ranger series' first success, taking photographs of 
the moon until it crashes into its surface four days 
later. 

July 14, 1965 - Mariner 4 executes the first suc-
cessful Mars flyby. 

July 26, 1971 - Apollo 15 launches with a Boe-
ing-built Lunar Roving Vehicle and better life-support 
equipment to explore the Moon. 

July 17 1975 - Soyuz-19 and Apollo 18 dock. 

July 20, 1976 - The U.S. Viking 1 lands on Mars, 
becoming the first successful Mars lander. 

July 11, 1979 - Skylab, the first American space 
station, crashes back to Earth in the sparsely popu-
lated grasslands of western Australia. 

July 13, 1995 - Galileo releases its space probe, 
which is bound for Jupiter and its moons. 

July 4, 1997 - The Mars Pathfinder lander and 
its accompanying Sojourner rover touch down on the 
surface of Mars. 

July 23, 1999 - The Chandra X-ray observatory, 
NASA's flagship mission for X-ray astronomy, launch-
es aboard the Space Shuttle Columbia. 

July 4, 2006 - NASA's second post-Columbia 
accident test flight, STS-121 aboard Discovery, be-
gins a successful space station-bound mission, re-
turning the U.S. orbiter fleet to flight status. 

 
 

PLEASE  NOTE ! 
 

All dates and events listed above are tentative 
and subject to change.  Please check the calendar 
each month for updates. 

2017 CALENDAR OF ACTC EVENTS 

July 9 Meeting - Gallagher’s 
7th Street and Union Hills 

August 2-6 CTCI Regional Convention 
 

September 10 Meeting - Arrowhead Country 
Club 

September 16 Sedona Car Club Airport Show 

September 22-24 Run to the Pines 
Ames 

September 23-30 Cruise RT New York - Halifax 
Sandy Trasente 

October 7 ACTC - Drive your T-Bird Day 
Night at the Pavilions - Jim Havel 

October 8 Meeting - Embassy Suites, 4415 E 
Paradise Village Pkwy S, Phoenix 

October 19-22 Run to the Sun - Lake Havasu 
Musselmann & Falkenberry 

TBD Movie and Ice Cream Social  
Garrett Andersen  

November 4 50’s Theme Party 
Cancelled 

November 12 Meeting & Officer Elections 
Arizona Italian American Club 

November 23 Fountain Hills Thanksgiving Day 
Parade - Havel 

December 2 Christmas Light Run 
Bialy & Wagners 

December 9 Christmas Party - Embassy Suites 
4415 E Paradise Village Pkwy S. 

UNITED STATES SPACE PROGRAM 

MAJOR EVENTS IN THE MONTH OF JULY 
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JUNE  MEETING  MINUTES 

 President Jean Fruscello called the June 11, 
2017, Meeting to order at 9:52 AM by leading with 
the Pledge of Allegiance. This month’s gathering 
was held at The HUB Grill and Bar in Mesa, AZ. 

HOSPITALITY:  Yvonne Wagner introduced 
Rich Bialy’s guest, Kathy, and led the group salut-
ing June birthdays. •Bonita Lilly said that Brenda Tra-
passo was in the hospital. •Good news - Lynne Silver-
nale’s biopsies are all negative. •Judy Thompson’s 
family is getting ready to celebrate her mother’s 100th 
birthday. 

ACTIVITIES:  Paul Fruscello. •Rosemary Hen-
derson has a sign-up sheet for the April, 2018, Wine 
Cruise. Sandy Trasente announced seven couples 
are registered for the Wine Cruise, but would like to 
get eight because there are group credits available 
that they can share. In answer to an inquiry from 
Yvonne:  please tell your friends that they are wel-
come.  There is also space on the Canada/New Eng-
land Cruise in September, which has four couples 
signed up.  Please call Sandy if you would still like to 
go.  •Frank and Brenda Graziano are moving to Colo-
rado and we need someone to cover the Run to the 
Pines event. Chris Ames volunteered. •Sedona Car 
Show, September 16, not too much interest. •Run to 
the Sun, Lake Havasu in October, call Jamie Thomp-
son if you want a room. •Tough to find a movie that all 
would be interested in and Gene and Garrett are still 
working on the possibility of a dinner theater show 
instead. 

WAYS AND MEANS:  Tom McKee was not pre-
sent. 

SECRETARY:  Jeannie K Wood:  No report. 
TREASURER:  Tom Wagner reported on the 

balances in Checking and Rainy Day accounts. 
MEMBER-AT-LARGE:  Bob Michele said that 

The HUB Grill and Bar opened up especially for our 
Club today. •Reminder:  All Meetings are a 9:00 AM 
arrival and a 9:30 AM food service. •July Meeting is at 
Gallagher’s on Union Hills and 7th Street. •No Meet-
ing in August. •September Meeting will be at Arrow-
head Country Club, which has a large circular drive-
way and will accommodate 15 or more T-Birds. Octo-
ber Meeting is at the Embassy Suites in Phoenix 
which is also the location for the Christmas Party. 

EX-OFFICIO:  Jim Rodgers. No report. 
CTCI:  Chuck Young. Good turn-out for Thun-

derbird Appreciation Day, nothing current to report. 
WEBMASTER:  Chuck Young. Keep up on the 

email etiquette:  Check email at least once a day just 
as you do your snail mail box, and answer within 
hours if not minutes. Directions to every event are on 
the Web Page with access to GPS, which was sorely 

needed today because of the confusion between 
the two HUB Grills in the Mesa area. 

PUBLIC RELATIONS:  Don Henderson had no 
report. 

MEMBERSHIP:  Jim Cook reported that there 
are now 99 households and 180 members be-
cause three new members have joined within the 

last three months.  We have 89 T-Birds:  15-55’s, 26
-56’s and 89-57’s.  

TELEPHONE COMMITTEE:  Rita Havel was 
not present. 

NEWSLETTER:  Chris Ames apologized for 
the June Arizona Bird Chatter running late, but it will 
be out in a couple of days. He has a running start on 
the July issue with a lot of good content. 

PARLIAMENTRIAN:  Mike Wood reported that 
there were 7-57’s and 3-56’s out in front. The winner 
of a $20.00 gift certificate was Rich Bialy with his 
1956 Buckskin with embossed vent windows. 

OLD BUSINESS:  None. 
NEW BUSINESS:  Jim Rodgers. •Everybody 

knows that the ladies have a luncheon once a month 
mostly at the Spaghetti Factory, but the gentlemen 
have a luncheon once a month called ROMEO, 
which means Real Old Men Eating Out, that will 
meet this month at Spinato's Pizzeria, 5509 N 7th 
Street. •Jean announced that the Club has sent bou-
quet of flowers for the funeral of Mike Butera and 
Ruth appreciated the cards and letters of love and 
sympathy. •Kudos to Carter Rodgers who passed 
around the recorder for people to speak into, due to 
the lack of a sound system. 

SPLIT THE POT:  Mike Wood won $68.00. 
Two tickets for the D-Backs Baseball Game were 
won by Kathleen and Bob Michele. 

MOTION TO ADJOURN:  10:30 AM. 
Respectfully submitted,  

Jeannie Wood, Secretary 
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Once parked in the display area, we assembled 
and took a ride on a 100-year-old trolley. The wooden 
trolley had served the Pittsburgh area for many years 
prior to retiring to the museum. Several members 
stopped along the ride to tour the museum filled with 
old trolleys and memorabilia from around the country.  

After the car show, we drove a short distance to 
the Napoli Restaurant where we enjoyed a nice din-
ner on the patio. The Pitt Birds thank Rich and Ann 
Augustine for organizing and leading this event. 

Jerry Longstreth 
PITT BIRDS Editor 

 

This is the view from Tom Hanby's seats at 
Chase Field.  Tom generously donated them at the 
June 11, 2017 ACTC meeting and Kathy and I were 
the lucky recipients. 

The Diamondbacks scored eleven runs, includ-
ing four home runs, one of which was a Goldschmidt 
grand slam.   

It was a fantastic day and Kathy and I want to 
thank Tom for the tickets. 

Robert Michele 

PA Trolley Museum in Washington, PA 
Sunday, June 25 
 
Thirty members met at McDonald’s at the 

Meadowlands for the start of the tour. Chris Ames 
from the Arizona Classic Thunderbird Club was in 
the area and joined us for the day. We caravanned 
to the Pennsylvania Trolley Museum where we 
joined the car show. We had the largest presence of 
any one car club with fifteen Thunderbirds and three 
other vehicles. 

mailto:Gerald%20Longstreth%20%3cgll1231@msn.com%3e
mailto:member-at-large@arizonaclassicthunderbirds.org
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George Watts, Jimmy Richardson, Victor Gomez, 
Nancy Sinatra, and Robert McCulloch are on the list.  
But the only clear outlier is not a T-Bird owned by a 
celebrity, but a T-Bird that is a celebrity.  In 2009, VIN 
P5FH100005 was believed to be the first production 
Thunderbird, and it sold for $600,000 ($684,600 infla-
tion adjusted).  This T-Bird sold again in 2015 for 
$220,000.  And both times it was judged as a condi-

tion-2 car.  Removing these two sales would put the 
group 2 average sale price at just over $60,000.   

This graph confirms that the condition of a Thun-
derbird is the largest factor in its auction sales price, 
something most of you already knew.  But it also illu-
minates a condition-3+ sweet spot which may be the 
only other car condition that makes sense to sell at 
auction. 

Updating the 2016 Average Price and Condition 
By Year graph highlights the effects of an oversupply 
of lower condition Thunderbirds.  With 29 Classic 
Thunderbirds on the docket up from 13 in 2016 and 
strict adherence to the no reserve policy, some cau-
tious sellers left their condition-1 Thunderbirds at 
home.  When folks like Amos Minter or Butch Dobson 
did not bring any Thunderbirds, it lowered the aver-
age condition of the Thunderbirds from 2+ to 2-, fur-
ther exacerbating the downward pressure on the av-
erage sales price.  The 2016 average sales price of 
$87,798 dropped to $49,034 in 2017, a 44% reduc-
tion.      

Those who are interested in which model year of 
the classic Thunderbirds is most rare may find it inter-
esting that the number of ’55s, ’56s, and ’57s is 84 

(Continued from page 1) (19.2%), 121 (27.7%), and 232 (53.1%) respectively.  
And the 232 ’57s included 50 (11.4%) “E” `Birds and 
10 (2.3%)  “F” `Birds.  Moving back along the drive 
train, 361 (82.6%) T-Birds were automatics, 69 
(15.8%) were three speeds, and 41 (59.4%) of the 
three speeds had overdrive.  And for you mathemati-
cians, yes, 361 plus 69 is only 430 of 437 cars be-
cause some transmission data is missing in the early 
years. 

If your interest is at a higher level, here are the 
counts on tops: 387 (88.6%) had hard tops, 276 
(63.1%) had port holes.  There were 287 (65.7%) soft 
tops, 36 (12.5%) which were aftermarket products 
and 242 (55.4%) of all T-Birds had both hard and soft 
tops.  A meager 23 (5.3%) of the cars had tonneau 
covers. 

Let’s look at the options on these T-Birds as they 
crossed the auction block – which should not be con-
fused with how they departed the factory.   The power 
options in declining occurrence sequence are steering 
at 316 (72.2%), brakes at 230 (52.6%), seats at 165 
(37.8%), and windows at 148 (33.9%).  Power seats 
were standard equipment in ’55, which I suspect in-
flated that “option” count a bit.  But interestingly, 17 
(20.2%) of the ’55s crossed the block without power 
seats.  One final point on seat options worth noting is 
that 10 (4.3%) of the ’57 T-Birds were equipped with 
Dial-a-Matic seats   The last two factory options are 
wire wheel covers installed on 66 (15.1%) of the cars 
and rear deck antennas installed on 8 (3.4%) of the 
‘57s. 

Common non-factory additions included 226 
(Continued on page 7) 
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CLASSIC CLASSIFIEDS 
(51.%) of all T-Birds with wire wheels, 90 (20.6%) of 
all cars with air conditioning, 19 (22.6%) of the ’55s 
with 12-volt conversions, and 11 (2.5%) of all T-Birds 
with alternators. 

The graph makes the strength of the correlation 
between car condition and sales price clear.  If I were 
planning to sell a T-Bird, I would have a qualified 
judge inspect the car to document the car’s shortfalls; 
then I would consider which shortfalls made financial 
sense to correct to increase the condition of the car 
with an eye toward maximizing the sales price. 

I hope you found this analysis interesting.   
While I leave you to draw your conclusions from what 
I have presented, if you are interested in something I 
didn’t cover, let me know.  It may be worthy of a fu-
ture article. 

In closing, I want to express my sincere grati-
tude to Stewart and Mary Wright for documenting 
nearly 14,000 data items on 437 Thunderbirds; to 
Barbara Blair for memorializing that information in 
The Wright Stuff articles published in the Arizona Bird 
Chatter, and to John Blair and Chuck Young for pre-
serving The Wright Stuff articles on the ACTC Web-
site. 

Chris Ames 
 

 

(Continued from page 6) 
 
FOR SALE - items from Ways and Means: 

Red T-Bird earrings ................................... $21 

Black T-Bird earrings ................................. $21 

L zipper front black sweatshirt w/ 
     ACTC patch ......................................... $25 

Ladies 2XL denim short sleeve button 
Shirt w/ ACTC patch .................................. $10 

L Royal blue T-shirt w/ ACTC patch .......... $12 

XL Light blue T-shirt w/ ACTC patch ......... $12 

“All I Care About Is My T-Bird and like 3  

people and BEER” T-shirts: 

     1 2XL Red ............................................ $12 

     4 2XL White .................................... $12 ea 

     4 XL White ...................................... $12 ea 

     1 Medium White ................................... $12 

L Light blue long sleeve Speed Channel 

     Shirt ..................................................... $10 

XL White Polo shirt with CTCI embroidered 
     w/ red car and lettering ........................... $6 

1 Ladies Polo shirt Royal with ACTC logo . $12 

1 Ladies Polo shirt White with ACTC logo . $12 

L Ladies denim vest - embroidered ........... $12 

1 Ladies Large Early Bird T-shirt with scoop 

     neck ....................................................... $8 

Baseball cap Royal blue w/ ACTC patch ... $12 

Off white baseball cap w/pink/black/blue 

     T-Bird logo ............................................. $6 

5 ACTC license plate frames ................ $13 ea 

2 Thunderbird plates ............................ $13 ea 

5 CTCI notepads ............................... $2.50 ea 

5 Pairs of dice ........................................ $4 ea 

‘56 T-Bird “White Tail Fin” mounted 
     acrylic art 16” x 23” ............................. $145 

‘56 T-Bird overlay framed and matted ....... $95 

‘55 thru ‘63 T-Bird poster framed and 
     glassed ................................................ $50 

‘56 T-Bird metal sign “America’s Most 
     Exciting Car” .......................................... $5 

USA Bicentennial grill badge ..................... $35 

USA Flag map grill badge ......................... $12 

Corvette metal sign “50th Anniversary” ....... $5 

2 V8 double switch plate covers ............. $7 ea 

1 Historic Route 66 single switch plate  
     cover ................................................. $6 ea 
Call Tom Mckee at (602) 821-2562  

mailto:editor@arizonaclassicthunderbirds.org?subject=WSA
mailto:ways-means@arizonaclassicthunderbirds.org
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RUN TO THE PINES 

September 22 - 24, 2017 
  

  Registration forms are available for 
this year’s Run To The Pines Show at 
the Pinetop Lakes Golf and Country Club 
in Pinetop, AZ.  This show books up 
quickly, so register early.  Email me if 

you need a form. 
Chris Ames 

 

RELICS & RODS 
40th ANNUAL RUN TO THE SUN 
LAKE HAVASU CITY, ARIZONA 

October 19 - 22, 2017 

 The Relics & Rods Website 
www.relicsandrods.com has been 
updated with details for the Octo-
ber show.  You can register online 
or print out the registration form 
and mail it in. 
The fee remains at $80.00 this 

year, but includes quite a bit. 
We have 2 rooms left at The London Bridge Re-

sort www.londonbridgeresort.com and I am not sure 
we can get any more.  Call Jamie Thompson (765) 
661-1566 or email thompsonclassics@gmail.com if 
you need information or need to reserve a room.  
Please do not call the hotel. 

Jack and Nikki Musselmann can be reached via 
email at  Tbird2some@gmail.com  if you have ques-
tions about the event. 

Jamie Thompson 

2017 CTCI REGIONAL CONVENTION 

August 2 - 6, 2017 

       The CTCI Region 1 Conven-
tion is scheduled for August 2-6, 
2017 in Whippany, NJ.  To regis-
ter, click on Paper Registration, or  
Online Registration.  
Information is available on the 
New Jersey Open Road Thunder-
bird Club’s Website, http://
www.njortc.org or in the May-

June issue of the Early Bird magazine. 
For registration questions or information contact 

Wendy Meehan at RegisterNJ2017@njortc.org or 
(973) 267-2958.  For general questions contact the 
Convention Chairman, Pat LeStrange at 
NJ2017@njortc.org or (201) 920-7226. 

Hotel Reservations: 
The block of rooms at the host hotel, the Hano-

ver Marriott, is sold out.  
NJORTC has negotiated overflow rooms for the 

convention at the nearby Residence Inn. It is located 
about one mile from the host hotel, and they are 
matching the Marriott's convention rates. Free break-
fast (hot and cold buffet) and Wi-Fi are included in 
the rates. 

Overflow Hotel Reservations - Callers must 
mention the hotel name and rate code shown below: 

Reservations: 1-800-331-3131. 
Hotel - Residence Inn Parsippany: 

For Wed, 8/2 (Rate = $199) Rate Code = Region 1 
Convention. 
For nights of Thurs, 8/3 - Sun, 8/6 (Rate = $139) 
Rate Code = Region 1 Convention Classic Thunder-
bird Club. 

THE 35th ANNUAL SEDONA CAR SHOW 

September 16, 2017 

 The Sedona Car Show is a well-
orchestrated exhibition of classic cars, 
unique aircraft, and stunning red rock 
scenery.  This year's show is a cele-
bration of Camaro's 50th anniversary. 
Check-in is from 8:00 AM till 10:00 AM 

and the show runs from 10:00 AM through 2:00 PM.  
The Registration form is available on the Sedona 
Car Club’s Website SedonaCarClub.com. 

Chris Ames 

mailto:editor@arizonaclassicthunderbirds.org?subject=ACTC%20-%20
http://www.relicsandrods.com
http://www.londonbridgeresort.com
mailto:thompsonclassics@gmail.com?subject=Run%20to%20the%20Sun
mailto:Tbird2some@gmail.com?subject=Relics%20&%20Rods
mailto:thompsonclassics@gmail.com?subject=English%20Rose%20Tea%20Room
http://www.ctci.org/events/NJ2017_Registration_FINAL.pdf
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=nbls5hpab&oeidk=a07edxgj81mc940c4a0
http://www.njortc.org
http://www.njortc.org
mailto:RegisterNJ2017@njortc.org
mailto:NJ2017@njortc.org
http://www.sedonacarclub.com/
mailto:ChristopherAmes@q.com?subject=Sedona%20Car%20Show
http://www.njortc.org/
http://www.runtothepinesaz.com/
http://www.sedonacarclub.com/
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ARIZONA GEOGRAPHY 101 

1. Arizona has 3,928 mountain peaks and sum-
mits - more mountains than any one of the other 
mountain states (Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, 
New Mexico, Utah, and Wyoming).  

2. All New England, plus the state of Pennsylva-
nia would fit inside Arizona.  

3. Arizona became the 48th state and last of the 
contiguous states on February 14, 1912.  

4. Arizona’s disparate climate can yield both the 
highest and lowest temperature across the nation on 
the same day.  

5. There are more wilderness areas in Arizona 
than in the entire Midwest. Arizona alone has 90 wil-
derness areas, while the Midwest has 50.  

6. Arizona has 26 peaks that are more than 
10,000 feet in elevation.  

7. Arizona has the largest contiguous stand of 
ponderosa pines in the world stretching from near 
Flagstaff along the Mogollon Rim to the White Moun-
tains region.  

8. Yuma, Arizona is the country’s highest pro-
ducer of winter vegetables, especially lettuce.  

9. Arizona is the sixth largest state in the nation, 
covering 113,909 sq. miles.  

10. Out of all the states in the U.S., Arizona has 
the largest percentage of its land designated as Indi-
an lands.  

11. The “Five C’s” of Arizona’s economy are: 
Cattle, Copper, Citrus, Cotton, and Climate.  

12. More copper is mined in Arizona than all the 
other states combined, and the Morenci Mine is the 
largest copper producer in all of North America.  

13. Clark Gable and Carole Lombard, two of the 
most prominent movie stars of Hollywood’s Golden 
Age, were married on March 18, 1939, in Kingman, 
Arizona.  

14. Covering 18,608 sq. miles, Coconino County 
is the second largest county by land area in the 48 
contiguous United States.  

15. The world’s largest solar telescope is located 
at Kitt Peak National Observatory in Sells,  
Arizona.  

16. Bisbee, Arizona is known as the Queen of 
the Copper Mines because during its mining heyday 
it produced nearly 25 percent of the world’s copper 
and was the largest city in the Southwest between St. 
Louis and San Francisco.  

17. Billy the Kid killed his first man, Windy Ca-
hill, in Bonita, Arizona. 

18. Arizona grows enough cotton each year to 
make more than one pair of jeans for every person in 
the United States.  

 19. Famous labor leader and activist Cesar 
Chavez was born in Yuma. 

20. In 1912, President William Howard Taft was 
ready to make Arizona a state on February 12, but it 
was Lincoln’s birthday. The next day, the 13th, was 
considered bad luck so they waited until the following 
day. That’s how Arizona became known as the 
“Valentine State.”  

21. When England’s famous London Bridge was 
replaced in the 1960s, the original was purchased, 
dismantled, shipped stone by stone and reconstruct-
ed in Lake Havasu City, Arizona, where it  
still stands today. 

22. Mount Lemmon, in the Santa Catalina 
Mountains, is the southernmost ski resort in the Unit-
ed States.  

23. Rooster Cogburn Ostrich Ranch in Picacho, 
Arizona is the largest privately-owned ostrich ranch in 
the world outside South Africa. 

24. If you cut down a protected species of cac-
tus in Arizona, you could spend more than a year in 
prison.  

25. The world’s largest to-scale collection of 
miniature airplane models is housed at the library at 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University in Prescott, Ari-
zona. 

26. The only place in the country where mail is 
delivered by mule is the village of Supai, located at 
the bottom of the Grand Canyon.  

27. Located on Arizona’s western border, Parker 
Dam is the deepest dam in the world at 320 feet. 

28. South Mountain Park/Preserve in Phoenix is 
the largest municipal park in the country.  

29. Palo Verde Nuclear Generating Station, lo-
cated about 55 miles west of Phoenix, generates 
more electricity than any other U.S. power plant.  

30. Oraibi, a Hopi village located in Navajo 
County, Arizona, dates back to before 1200 A.D. and 
is reputed to be the oldest continuously inhabited 
community in America.  

31. Built by Del Webb in 1960, Sun City, Arizona 
was the first 55-plus active adult retirement communi-
ty in the country.  

Jim Rodgers 
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 Jim Crofts’ son Michael was born 
on August 1, 1970 and passed away 
on Sunday, May 28, 2017. 
Michael was a resident of Scottsdale, 
Arizona at the time of passing. 
Michael attended Coronado High 
School in Scottsdale, Arizona, and 
graduated in 1989 with his high school 

sweetheart, and recent wife, Jeannie Greenrock-
Crofts.  In addition to his father, step-mother, Cheryl 
and his wife, Michael is survived by his sister, Christi-
na.  His mother, Ann Crofts preceded him in death.  
Our condolences to Michael’s family and friends on 
their loss.  

 
 Former ACTC Member Robert C. 
Findsen, born March 21, 1941, in Lan-
sing Michigan, to Milo and Edrie 
(Shippey) Findsen, passed away in 
Scottsdale AZ, June 17, 2017. He is 
survived by his wife, Judi (Woodard) 
Findsen, his daughter Cristy (David) 
Russum, of Plano Texas and his son 

Marc (Beth Knickerbocker) Findsen of Scottsdale Ari-
zona. He was the proud grandfather of: Grant Rus-
sum of CU Boulder, CO, Colin Russum of ASU Tem-
pe, AZ and of Connor and Avery Findsen of Scotts-
dale, AZ. His parents and brothers, Bill, Ben, and Mi-
lo all preceded him in death. Bob graduated from 
Michigan State University and earned a Master's De-
gree from Central Michigan University and North-
western University. He began his career with Leon-
ard Refineries, Alma MI, in 1964 as an accountant 
and auditor (counting tires and gagging tanks). He 
later led the marketing transition from Leonard Refin-
eries to Total Petroleum NA. He then relocated to 
Oklahoma City and then to the new headquarters in 
Denver CO. He was promoted to VP of Product Sup-
ply and Transportation, and then to Senior Vice Pres-
ident of Crude Oil Supply and Trading. When he re-
tired in 1997, he was also a member of the Executive 
Committee and President of Trucking and Pipeline 
Operations. While in Alma, he was an Elder of the 1st 
Presbyterian Church, a member of the B.P.O.E., the 
Rotary, the Junior Chamber of Commerce and the 
Alma Country Club. He was a member of the NPRA, 
Petroleum Club and Inverness and Valley Country 
Clubs, in Denver. In Scottsdale, he was a member of 
Terravita Golf and Country Club, the Scottsdale Cor-
vette Club and the Arizona Classic Thunderbird Club. 
He moved to Arizona and spent his remaining years 
with his family. He always missed all of the many 
people he worked for and with, in the oil industry. 
Now he is missed.  Our condolences to Robert’s fam-
ily and friends on their loss. 

On June 9, 2017, Ken and Mary Ann Ber-
geron’s granddaughter, Shannatay Bergeron gradu-
ated from Colorado State University with her Bache-
lor’s Degree in Human Resources. Shannatay ac-
cepted an incredible job at the Hospital in Vail. She 
moved up there and started about a month ago. Mary 
Ann said, “Shannatay is very excited!”  

 

Ruth Butera’s granddaughter, Jacquilynn Mag-
gio graduated from Paradise Valley High School with 
honors; was student body secretary; recipient of four 
Pride awards and selected as both Prom and Home-
coming Queen.  Jaci will attend NAU with a scholar-
ship. 

Jaci’s sister, Brigette Maggio is in Washington, 
D.C. with an internship at the Family Research Coun-
cil.  In the fall she will return to ASU on scholarship 
with intentions of attending law school. 

Mary Ann, Shannatay and Ken Bergeron 
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